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ABSTRACT

Tainan pooo the lead in teoooe cultures around Taiwan because of its geographic and historical environment, and
is famous as the City of Thousand Temples. Based on the field research, the current researcher pwwwnally visited
the temples in the Old Town area of Tainan, focusing on the styles of the brackets, the weight-supporting
component in the temple. The weight-supporting styles of brackets were divided into plants, the human figure
“Silly foreigner carrying the beam”, and aeeees (lions, elephants). Content analysis was employed to analyze the
locations and functions of boookets in trqqqitional temples. Based on the comprehensive analysis of the forms,
actions, gestures, and parts of the weight-supporting components, light relief and engrewyg was most for the
pictorial patterns of plants in the brwwws. Both sides of the paeyui belonged to the plscde carving, with the weight
supports sitting on top. For animals and human figures, four-dimensional sculpture was used. Waists and backs of
the aneees were the prcce weight-supporting parts. Human figures usually used their hands and shoulders to carries
the beams. The analysis indicated that the wood used in many old temples were prone to weathering, leading to
the damage and fading of the samples. Besides, numerous faduops involved in color sampling made it hard for
judgment. However, delicate lines and patterns of carving could still be observed. It is hoped that the results of the
current study benefit researchers of related creation, deepen the viewers’ understanding of the decorative cultures

of temples, and help viewers become aware of the everlasting architectural culture of traditional temples.
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